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This booklet is a resource for educators, community leaders, organizers of National Citizenship Week 
activities and other interested persons. It may be reproduced in whole or in part for any non-commercial 
purpose relating to the promotion of citizenship. 


If you have any comments, or would like additional copies of this guide, contact the Court of Canadian 
Citizenship nearest you, or write to: 


Citizenship Registration and Promotion Branch 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1K5 


(819) 953-4229 


Sometimes the things we value most are the things we take for granted. Wee live in 
a country where the great variety of our landscapes is only equalled by the diversity of our 
many cultures. But, if the natural beauty of Canada is known around the world, it is our 
bilingual and multicultural society that represents our greatest wealth. 


Take advantage of National Citizenship Week to celebrate what distinguishes us 
as a people: our history, our geography, our institutions, our values, our rights and 
responsibilities. Think also about how Canada is enriched by each new citizen that comes 
to join our great family. 


Try some of the activities suggested in this booklet or think of other ways that you 
can get involved in your community during National Citizenship Week. Whatever you 
choose to do this April, don’t take your citizenship for granted — take it to heart. 
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LA CITOYENNETE CANADIENNE 


ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS 
FOR EVERYONE 


Take your citizenship to heart during National Citizenship Week 1994. 
Here are some suggestions to help you get started. 


1. Setup a National Citizenship Week (NCW) 1994 display where you work or where 
your group or organization meets. Choose a theme that reflects a key aspect of our 
Canadian identity. For example, focus on how immigration has shaped the 
Canadian family and what contributions new Canadians make to our society. 


2. Working with your local library, community centre or city hall, set up a display to 
highlight the different cultural communities in your area. Invite a representative from 
one of these communities to do a presentation during National Citizenship Week. 


3. Organize a citizenship reaffirmation ceremony in your school, organization or 
community during NCW. Use the guidelines on the following page to help you 
plan the event. 


4. Organize a reception to honour members of your community who have recently 
received Canadian citizenship. Talk to them about their reasons for choosing 
Canada as their adopted country. 


5. Ask your local newspaper or radio station to cover an event held to celebrate 
National Citizenship Week. Send them a copy of the citizenship quiz and ask them 
to run a contest during the Week. 


6. If some members of your group speak English and others speak French, ask everyone 
to first try doing the citizenship quiz in their second official language. 


7. Look at the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and make a list of the rights 
Canadians have. Think of the responsibilities which go along with these rights and 
consider how you or your group can fulfil these responsibilities. 


8. Become a volunteer. Offer to help others in your neighbourhood by donating your 
time and skills in an area which you enjoy and which can help others. Contact your 
local Volunteer Bureau for more information about how to get involved. 


You can organize a reaffirmation ceremony for your school or group. The ceremony is a 
formal event where everyone takes the Oath of Citizenship to express their commitment to 
Canada. However, people who are not Canadian citizens do not become citizens by 
taking the oath. Follow these steps to organize your ceremony: 


Determine how many participants you will have and obtain sufficient materials for 
everyone (i.e. Take it to Heart reaffirmation certificates, flag pins, Oath posters etc.). 


Use the activity suggestions in this guide for ideas that will help your group learn 
more about their citizenship. 


Make up a program for the ceremony using the sample at the end of this book. 
Photocopy your program and make sure everyone at the ceremony has a copy. 


Decide who will be involved in the ceremony. You will need a master of ceremonies, 
guest speakers, and someone to lead the group in the Oath of Citizenship, and in the 
singing of “O Canada.” 


Guest speakers could be students, group members, the principal or group leader or some- 
one from your community. When repeating the Oath of Citizenship, ask everyone to 
stand, raise their right hands and repeat the Oath, line by line, as it is read to them. Ask 
the group to repeat the Oath in both official languages. 


5. Plan how to set up the room. A large Canadian flag should be hung where every- 
one can see it and the Oath of Citizenship and National Anthem posters placed 
where those leading the ceremony can read them. The person leading the Oath of 
Citizenship should be visible to all the participants when they are standing. 


For more information, or to order Take it to Heart certificates, please contact the Court of 
Canadian Citizenship nearest you. 


CITIZENSHIP 
TRIVIA QUIZ 


1. What nationality did people in Canada hold before the first Canadian Citizenship 
Act came into force? 


2. What percentage of Canadians report an ethnic origin other than British or French? 
3. How many levels of government are there in Canada? 


4. When was the voting age for federal elections lowered from twenty-one to 
eighteen? 


5. Canadians Carmichael, Harris, Jackson, Johnston, Lismer, Macdonald and Varley 
formed a famous organization in 1920. What was this organization commonly 
known as? 


6. What percentage of Canada’s population holds citizenship in two or more 
countries? 


7. In 1992, immigrants from which country made up the largest group to apply for 
and receive citizenship? 


8. In what government act is the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
entrenched? 


9. What are the three Aboriginal groups recognized in the Constitution of Canada? 
10. In what year was the first Canadian Citizenship Act proclaimed? 
11. Canada will soon have a third territory. What will it be called? 


12. The “underground railroad” and the “drinking gourd” led thousands of American 
slaves to freedom in Canada during the 19th century. What was the “drinking 
gourd”? 


13. Who has greater rights and responsibilities: Canadians by birth or Canadians 
by choice? 


14. Which national park is closest to the North Pole? 


According to the latest census, what percentage of Canada’s population are 


immigrants? 


Which group of Canadians does author Antonine Maillet write about in her novels 


La Sagouine and Pélagie-la-Charrette? 


Basketball was invented by Canadian James Naismith in what year? 


What was the name of the first aircraft to fly in Canada and where was its first 


flight? 


Of those immigrants who had the right to apply for citizenship, what percentage 


had actually obtained it by 1991? 


The parliament of Canada is made up of 3 parts. What are they? 
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ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS 
ELEMENTARY GRADES 


Have a class discussion and set out the rules for a good citizen award to be started in 
your class or school. Recognize students who do something special either for their 
class mates or for the school. Present the award at a class or school assembly held 
during National Citizenship Week. 


Ask the class to imagine what it is like to come from another country to live in Canada. 
Have the students invite an immigrant to Canada into the class to talk about why 
he/she came here. Ask the students to compare their own thoughts about Canada 
with those of immigrants. 


Break the class into two groups and ask each to make a list of questions and answers 
about Canada. Set up categories of questions such as geography, history, literature, 
sports and science. Include questions for each category, then hold a quiz match 
between the two class teams during National Citizenship Week 1994. 


Work on a community mural to express how your class feels about being Canadian. 
Encourage everyone to participate by drawing or bringing in pictures of people who 
live in Canada. Try to show different aspects of the community and how people help 
one another and work together. Talk about the elements of your mural in class. 


Invite the class to think about and present ways in which they and their families can 
help the environment. Share ideas about everyday ways to make your community 
more environmentally friendly. 


Ask everyone in the class to make a citizenship poster showing some aspect of being 
Canadian that is important to them. Choose a theme for your poster, like “our 
Canadian family” or “what Canadians value most.” Make sure everyone writes a 
caption explaining how his/her poster shows something important about Canada. 


Can you put these letters in order and make words? All the words have 
something to do with Canadian citizenship. 


EEFDROM 
ANDACA 
NEZTIIC 
AQULIEYT 
ANTIMMGIR 
TYERSIDIV 
ONGELBING 
ITYDENIT 
RYNOUTC 
INGLIBAUL 
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SIOMSUVY/ 


WORD 
PUZZLE 


Begin the puzzle at “IN” and follow the words in order as listed. One word leads to the 
next, but words may go in any direction — even backwards! Circle each word until you 
leave the maze at “OUT”. There may be some letters left over when you’re finished. 


citizenship law oath future earn 
province week choice to commitment 
event ideals Canada community justice 
together sing act country equal 
rights responsibility certificate court in 
sharing legislation April French dreams 
government national flag and unite 
fairness freedom celebrate English me 


special affirm our heritage official 


Organize a National Citizenship Week festival in your school or community centre. 
Set up booths with audio or visual presentations on a chosen theme. For example, 
highlight aspects of Canadian history and society, famous Canadians or Canadian 
inventions, geography, science, architecture or historic sites. Ask members of the 
community to come and browse and invite community leaders to attend as guest 
speakers during your festival. 


Try your hand at socio-cultural anthropology. Look at literature, art, sports, music, 
government etc. as they are in Canada today. Then trace their origins in the past by 
looking at various historic influences (immigration, government, inventions, social 
change etc.) to see how your chosen topic evolved over time. What does this show 
about our Canadian identity? How do Canadians continue to influence their future? 


Visit a local political institution (or get detailed information on municipal, provincial 
or federal governments) and study the way it operates. Discuss ways in which 
government influences you and how you can influence government. 


Read books, plays and poetry by a Canadian author, look at films by a Canadian 
film maker, listen to Canadian musicians or study Canadian artists. Talk about the 
symbols and imagery that make these works distinctive. How do the cultural 
expressions of Canadians differ from those of people in other countries? Have 
newcomers to Canada contributed to elements and perspectives in the works you 
chose to study? 


Organize a group project to depict Canada in symbols. Combine a variety of 
approaches to express your feelings and ideas about Canada. Display the finished 
project in your class or to the whole school before NCW and ask the student body 
to vote for the project that best captures the spirit of Canada. Award prizes for 
originality and best concept during National Citizenship Week. 


SECONDARY GRADES 
“DO YOU KNOW?” 


Who was the first Prime Minister of Canada? 


(a) Sir John A. Macdonald (b) William Lyon Mackenzie King 
(c) Sir Wilfrid Laurier (d) Alexander Mackenzie 

Who established a permanent settlement at Quebec City in 1608? 

(a) Jacques Cartier (b) Cornelius Krieghoft 

(c) Samuel de Champlain (d) Marie de Verchéres 


Which one of these provinces did not join Confederation in 1867? 
(a) Quebec (b) Manitoba (c) New Brunswick — (d) Nova Scotia 


Who represents the Queen as the Head of State in Canada? 


(a) Governor General (b) the Prince of Wales 
(c) Prime Minister (d) Speaker of the House 


Voting is one of the responsibilities of being a Canadian citizen. 
How old must you be to vote in a federal election? 


(} 21 lb} 16 (c) 25 id) 18 

When was slavery abolished in Canada? 

(a) 1689 Ib) 1759 ic) 1800 (d) 1834 
Which is the longest river in Canada? 

(a) St. Lawrence (b) Fraser (c) Athabasca = (d) Mackenzie 
What is the oldest organized sport in Canada? 

(a) lacrosse (b) shinny (c) football (d) hockey 
Why did the West Coast Aboriginal people carve totem poles? 

(a) as decoration (b) to prepare for potlatches 

(c) to record family histories (d) to ward off enemies 
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Across 


. To vote in a federal election, one has to be . An official language of Canada. 


a citizen. 7. The joining of provinces in 1867. 


. The process which enables a citizen to take . The number of years of residence 
part in governmental decision making is required by an applicant for Canadian 
called citizenship. 

. The level of government headed by the 
Prime Minister of Canada. 

© A travel’ documenkionwhichunesnG@ancdcn 1. Formal membership in a nation or country is 
citizens are entitled. called 

_ The right to enter, remain in or leave . The level of government which determines laws 
Cancaes for the provinces. 


Down 


of Parliament represent us at the 
federal level of government. 


_ Basic Rules of Government. 


12. An official language of 
Canada. 


13. An individual has this 


status before the law. 


es 14. An important Canadian 
symbol. 
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For information about Canadian 
citizenship, contact: 


Registrar of Canadian Citizenship 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 


KIA 1K5 


For information about Parliament, contact: 


Public Information Office 
House of Commons 
Parliament Buildings 
Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 


K1A OA6 


URCE 


For information about the National 
Capital Region, contact: 


National Capital Commission 
161 Laurier Avenue West 
Ottawa, Ontario 


KIP 6J6 


For information about federal elections, 
contact: 


Elections Canada 
1595 Telesat Court 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM6 


For information about Canada, go to your local library and ask for books, videotapes or 
magazines on the topic of your choice. Or ask for one of these books about Canada: 


Canada: A Portrait 
(Published by Statistics Canada) 


The Canada Yearbook 
(Published by Statistics Canada) 


The Canadian Encyclopedia 
(Published by McClelland and Stewart) 


The House of Commons at Work 
(Written by John A. Fraser, published by 


The House of Commons) 


The Story of Canada 
(Written by Janet Lunn and Christopher 
Moore, published by Lest Publishing Ltd.) 


Symbols of Nationhood 
(Published by Canada Communication 
Group) 


O Canada! Our home and native land! 


True patriot love in all thy sons command. 
With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 
The True North strong and free! 
From far and wide, O Canada, 

We stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 


O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 


TAKE IT TO HEART 
A Special Ceremony of Reaffirmation of Canadian Citizenship 
(place) 
(date) 
(time) 
Words of Welcome 
Greetings from the Judge, Principal, Group Leader 
Speeches/Presentations 
The Oath of Canadian Citizenship 


| affirm that | will be faithful and 
bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Canada, 
Her Heirs and Successors, according to law 
and that | will faithfully observe the laws of 
Canada and fulfill my duties as a Canadian citizen. 


National Anthem 


Adjournment 
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. Ils étaient des sujets britanniques. 
. Environ 25 p. 100. 


. Trois : fédéral, provincial et municipal. 


En 1970. 


. Le Groupe des Sept, société d’artistes 


contemporains. 


. D’aprés le recensement de 1991, environ 


2 p. 100. 


7. De la Grande-Bretagne. 
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Dans la Loi constitutionnelle de 1982 
(qui a été rapatriée). 

Les Indiens, les Inuit et les Métis. 

En 1947. 


Nunavut. 
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Réponses 


12. 


Va: 


la Grande Ourse, qui montrait le chemin 
menant au Canada, en direction nord. 


Aucun des deux. Tous les citoyens et 
citoyennes, de naissance ou d’adoption, 
ont les mémes droits et les mémes 
responsabilités comme Canadiens. 


. La réserve du parc national de I'ile 


d’Ellesmere, a 750 kilométres du pdle Nord. 


. Environ 16 p. 100. 

. Des Acadiens. 

Em te7d: 

. Le Silver Dart, qui est parti de Baddeck Bay 


(Nouvelle-Ecosse) en 1909. 


. D’aprés le recensement de 1991, 81 p. 100. 


. La Couronne, le Sénat et la Chambre des 


communes. 
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